Past simple 






     Basic level 1

USE:

We use the past simple to talk about finished events in the past.

FORM:

1) The past simple tense of regular verbs is formed by adding –ed to the infinitive of the verb. The past is the same for all persons. 

Example: I start – I started; she starts – she started.

Spelling rules of the –(e)d form:

1. You normally add –ed at the end of the verb: start - started
2. When the verb ends in –e, we only add –d: arrive - arrived
3. When the verb has one syllable and ends with a consonant + one vowel + one consonant, we double the last consonant before –ed: stop – stopped

When the verb has two syllables and the stress is on the last syllable, we double the last consonant before –ed: admit – admitted

4. When the verb ends in one –l, we double the –l before –ed: travel - travelled

5. When the verb ends in consonant + -y, the –y changes into –i before the –ed: try – tried

2) The past simple tense of irregular verbs is not formed by adding –ed to the verb. Each verb has its own form and we have to learn these forms.

Example: I drink – I drank; he drinks – he drank.

* Learn the irregular verbs from the list you are given and make your own list of regular verbs.

	Affirmative:

1) -(e)d

2) irregular form
	Negative

	
	long form: 

did not + infinitive
	short form: 

didn’t + infinitive

	I 

you
	worked.
drove.
	I 

you
	 did not work.
 did not drive.
	I didn’t work.
She didn’t drive.
 

	she, he, it
	
	she, he, it 
	
	

	we, you, they  
	
	we, you, they
	
	


	Question:

(Wh- ) + did + subject + infinitive…?
	Short answer

	
	positive
	negative

	Did
	I work…?
	Yes, I did.
	No, I didn’t.

	
	she drive …?
	Yes, she did.
	No, she didn’t.

	
	they  work…?
	Yes, they did.
	No, they didn’t.

	
	
	you
	
	I went to the cinema.

	Where
	did
	he
	go?
	He went to the cinema.

	
	
	they
	
	They went to the cinema.


Pronunciation rules of the –(e)d form:

The –(e)d ending of regular verbs can have three different pronunciations: /id/, /d/ and /t/.
1. You pronounce the –(e)d  /id/  when the infinitive of the verb ends in a /t/ or /d/:

taste –
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need - 
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2. You pronounce the –(e)d  /t/  when the infinitive of the verb ends in a voiceless sound (except /t/), that is /p, s, k, f, t∫, ∫, Θ/.
stop - 
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dance- 
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work - 
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touch - 
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touched - 
push - 
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3. You pronounce the –(e)d  /d/  when the infinitive of the verb ends in a voiced sound (except /d/), that is /b, g, l, z, v, d3, 3, ð, r, m, n, ŋ/ and all vowel sounds:
rob - 
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