Participles



LEVEL: ADVANCED 2

PARTICIPLE CLAUSES (-ed and –ing forms):

USES:
A participle clause is a group of words consisting of a participle and other words, which often functions as an adjective modifying a (pro)noun. They also function as adverbs, giving information about the reasons, results, conditions, time... of the events described. And present participle clauses can also function as a noun, for example, as the subject of a sentence:

Adjective: Tom nervously watched the woman, alarmed by her silence.

When the clause functions as an adjective, in order to prevent confusion, a participial clause must be placed as close to the noun it modifies as possible.
Reason: Caught locally every day, it’s always wonderfully fresh. (Because it is caught...)

Result: ... acting as a vital means of communication...  (...so it acts as a vital means...)
Time: Having had an indulgent lunch, I’d lie in a hammock. (After having an indulgent...)

Condition: Poured very slowly across your forehead, the oil feels like a cow licking you. (If it is poured ...)

Subject: Eating in restaurants is expensive. 
They are more commonly found in written language, such as narratives and essays. They are often used to make a piece of writing more varied and sophisticated. 
FORM:

You can form participle clauses with a present participle (ends in -ing), a past participle (of regular verbs, it ends in -ed), an active perfect participle (having + past participle) or a passive perfect participle (having been + past participle).
Punctuation: a participial phrase is set off with commas when: 

a) it comes at the beginning of a sentence, a comma should be placed after the phrase:

Arriving at the store, I found that it was closed. 

But not when the clause is the subject of the sentence: Eating in restaurants is expensive.
b) it interrupts a sentence as a nonessential element. If the participle or participle clause comes in the middle of a sentence, it should be set off with commas only if the information is not essential to the meaning of the sentence: Sid, watching an old movie, drifted in and out of sleep. 

The church, destroyed by a fire, was never rebuilt. 

Note that if the participle clause is essential to the meaning of the sentence, no commas should be used:

The student earning the highest grade point average will receive a special award. 

The guy wearing the chicken costume is my cousin. 
c) it comes at the end of a sentence and is separated from the word it modifies, not if the clause directly follows the word it modifies:
Tom nervously watched the woman, alarmed by her silence.

(The clause modifies Tom, not woman.) 

The local residents often saw Ken wandering through the streets.

(The clause modifies Ken, not residents, so we don’t use a comma.) 
-ING FORMS and PRESENT PARTICIPLE CLAUSES:

We use the –ing form:

1. In the continuous forms: to be + -ing: present perfect continuous, past continuous, etc.:
She’s been studying English all morning.
2. As a noun (clause), for example:

· as the subject of a sentence: Swimming is good exercise. Eating in restaurants is expensive.
· as the direct object: They do not appreciate my singing. / I saw him swimming. 

· as complement of “to be”: My cat’s favourite activity is sleeping.
· in compound nouns: a driving lesson, a swimming pool.
3. As an adjective (clause):  We found the prospect of giving a talk rather frightening.
The crying baby had a wet diaper. 
It is also used as an alternative to relative clauses:
There's someone climbing that tree. (... someone who is climbing...)
4. After the adjectives “busy” and “worth”, and the expressions “it’s no use/good”:

She is busy writing the wedding invitations.             It might be worth phoning the station.

It’s no use/good trying to escape.
5. As an adverbial (clause):
· It is used mainly when two actions occur at the same time, or one action immediately follows another: Hearing the news, she fainted. (She heard the news and she fainted).
It is also used as an alternative to:

· reason clauses: Feeling ashamed of what I'd done, I rang. (Because I felt ashamed...)

· time clauses: Gliding silently along a canoe, you get to see a rural Kerala. (While you glide...)

· manner clauses: Reading books, he managed to improve his vocabulary. (He managed to improve his vocabulary by reading books). 
We can use prepositions such as “after, by, while, since…” with a present participle clause to make the meaning clearer:

After taking his master's degree, he applied for a job. 

By not eating between meals, she managed to reach her target weight.
6. After prepositions: (including verbs composed of verb + preposition, e.g. look forward to, be used to, go on, give up...;  and adjectives followed by prepositions: good/bad/terrible at, afraid of, worried about): She left without saying goodbye.


I look forward to hearing from you soon.


She is good/bad at running.

7. After certain verbs: avoid, (don’t) mind, dislike, enjoy, finish, go, keep, miss, practise, recommend, resist, spend (time), suggest…: He suggested going to Glastonbury.
“Recommend” and “suggest” can also be used in a that-clause: that sb do (subjunctive) sth:

I recommended (that) she take walks regularly. / He suggested (that) we go for a drink.
Some verbs can be followed by –ing and infinitive (see below).

FORM:

The negative is formed with “not”: She’s angry about not having been invited to the party.
If the –ing form has a subject, it can be either an object pronoun (or noun) or a possessive: 

I remember him/Steve his/Steve’s winning the gold medal.

The possessive is considered more formal. 

Perfect -ing: having + past participle: Having slept for 12 hours, I felt marvellous.

Passive -ing: being + past participle: He loves being looked at.

-ED FORMS and PAST PARTICIPLE CLAUSES:

We use a past participle (-ed form):

1. As an adjective (clause):  Karen was soon bored out of her mind by the guided tour.
Tom nervously watched the woman, alarmed by her silence.
It is also used as an alternative to relative clauses: The new shampoo advertised on TV is very expensive. (... which is advertised...)

2. In the perfect and passive voice tenses:
By the end of the year we’ll have built 10,000 new homes. (future perfect)

It is claimed that even your financial records can be accessed. (passive voice)

3. As an alternative to the passive voice:

Caught locally every day, it’s always wonderfully fresh. (Since it is caught...)

But sometimes also:

4. As an adverbial (clause): as an alternative to

· time clauses: Seen from the outside, the building looks a mess, but it is lovely inside. (When it is seen from ...). 
· reason clauses: Caught locally every day, it’s always wonderfully fresh. (Because it is caught...)
· condition clauses: Poured very slowly across your forehead, the oil feels like a cow licking you. (If it is poured ...)
        THE PERFECT PARTICIPLE: having + past participle/ having been + past participle
It is used for an action that happened before another one in the past. 
Not having understood the question, she failed to answer it correctly. 

We can use prepositions such as “after, by, while, since…” with a perfect participle clause to make the meaning clearer: After having visited several temples, we returned to the hotel for a rest. 
· There are two perfect participles:

· Active Perfect Participle: having + past participle: 
Having finished cleaning up, she started cooking.

· Passive Perfect Participle: having been + past participle:
Having been seriously injured, the driver was rushed to hospital.
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