
L ISTENING COMPREHENSION:  SONG                                      UNIT  1 
           LEVEL:  ADVANCED  2 

 C A R M E N  L U I S A  P É R E Z  A M A R O  

 

 
1. Before you listen. Match the following words with the definitions. 

a) puppet 1. (a piece of) strong thin rope which is used for fastening and tying 
things. 

b) shattered  2. a person or group whose actions are controlled by someone else 
c) shield 3. broken into very small pieces. 
d) string 4. something or someone used as protection. 
 

2. Listen and choose the correct words from the right. 
 
I used to rule the world, _________ (1) would rise when I gave the word  lakes/seas 

Now in the _________ (2) I sweep alone, sweep the streets I used to own.  afternoon/morning 

I used to roll the dice, feel the _________ (3)  in my enemy's eyes   fear/ fright 

Listen as the crowd would _________ (4)  : "Now the old king is dead!            shout/sing 

Long live the king!"    
One minute I held the key, next the _________ (5)   were closed on me  doors/ walls 
And I _________ (6) that my castles stand upon pillars of salt and pillars of sand.  discovered/found 
 

3. Listen and complete with the following words: 

/ˈɒnɪst/   /kwaɪəZ /  /bɪˈkʌm/    /waɪld/    /hɪə/   /drʌmZ/    /fi:ld/ 
I  _________ (7)  Jerusalem bells are ringing 

Roman Cavalry _________ (8) are singing. Be my mirror, my sword and shield 

My missionaries in a foreign _________ (9). 
For some reason I can't explain, once you go there was never 
Never an _________ (10) word and that was when I ruled the world. 
It was the wicked and _________ (11)  wind blew down the doors to let me in 
Shattered windows and the sound of  _________ (12) 

People couldn't believe what I'd _________ (13). 
 

4. Complete the gaps with the words you hear. 
Revolutionaries  _________ (14) 
for my head on a silver _________ (15). 
Just a puppet on a  _________ (16) string  
Oh who would ever want to be  _________ (17)? 
 
5 . Chorus (x 2). Listen and put the lines in order. 
 

  Be my mirror, my sword and shield 
  I know Saint Peter will call my name 
  For some reason I can't explain 
  I hear Jerusalem bells are ringing 
  But that was when I ruled the world 
  Roman Cavalry choirs are singing 
  Never an honest word 
  My missionaries in a foreign field 
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Key: 
 

2. Before you listen. Match the following words with the definitions. 
e) Puppet 2 1. (a piece of) strong thin rope which is used for fastening and tying 

things. 
f) shattered 3 2. a person or group whose actions are controlled by someone else 
g) shield 4 3. broken into very small pieces. 
h) String 1 4. something or someone used as protection. 
 

2. Listen and choose the correct words from the right. 
 
I used to rule the world, _________ (1) would rise when I gave the word  lakes/seas 

Now in the _________ (2) I sweep alone, sweep the streets I used to own.  afternoon/morning 

I used to roll the dice, feel the _________ (3)  in my enemy's eyes   fear/ fright 

Listen as the crowd would _________ (4)  : "Now the old king is dead!            shout/sing 

Long live the king!"    
One minute I held the key, next the _________ (5)   were closed on me  doors/ walls 
And I _________ (6) that my castles stand upon pillars of salt and pillars of sand.  discovered/found 
 

3. Listen and complete with the following words: 

/ˈɒnɪst/   /kwaɪəZ /  /bɪˈkʌm/    /waɪld/    /hɪə/   /drʌmZ/    /fi:ld/ 
I  HEAR (7)  Jerusalem bells are ringing 

Roman Cavalry CHOIRS (8) are singing. Be my mirror, my sword and shield 

My missionaries in a foreign FIELD (9). 
For some reason I can't explain, once you go there was never 
Never an HONEST (10) word and that was when I ruled the world. 
It was the wicked and WILD (11)  wind blew down the doors to let me in 
Shattered windows and the sound of  DRUMS(12) 

People couldn't believe what I'd BECOME(13). 
 

4. Complete the gaps with the words you hear. 
Revolutionaries  WAIT (14) 
for my head on a silver PLATE (15). 
Just a puppet on a  LONELY (16) string  
Oh who would ever want to be  KING (17)? 
 
5 . Chorus (x 2). Listen and put the lines in order. 
 

3  Be my mirror, my sword and shield 
6  I know Saint Peter will call my name 
5  For some reason I can't explain 
1  I hear Jerusalem bells are ringing 
8  But that was when I ruled the world 
2  Roman Cavalry choirs are singing 
7  Never an honest word 
4  My missionaries in a foreign field 

 


